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Business/Career Development/Entrepreneurship
*practical guidance delivered with illustrative stories*

Body Talk Animated

An Editor’s Dozen

The Big Kid’s Course in Body Language

11 Ways to Salvage Corporate & Academic Writing

How-to secrets of the intelligence community
and Hollywood come together in this handbook.
James O. Pyle and Maryann Karinch, coauthors of two highly successful books on
business communication—Control the
Conversation and Find Out Anything from
Anyone, Anytime—return to home turf with a
fun book on how to read and use body language
like an expert by watching animation.
Although some of the original artwork from
the animation is associated with color—most
notably from hits like Inside Out—the authors
demonstrate that it’s the expressions on a car, a
tree, or an animal that help us read body
language and not the color. For that reason, all
illustrations are grayscale.

Peter Fredenburg has decades of experience as
a professional editor and ESL teacher. He is the
author of thousands of articles for media and
commercial clients. This book offers his editor’s
dozen of eleven editing tricks that improve the
flow of corporate and academic writing. The
tricks are few and easy to perform, which
means they can be taught. No software tops it!
A centerpiece of his straightforward
guidance is identifying “clots”—mistakes that
obstruct flow.

The 4-Year College Guide to
Launching Your Career
A Year-by-Year Guide with Practical Advice to Get
Hired in the Post-Pandemic World
Brian Ladyman knows that 2021 and beyond is
going to be a difficult time for college grads to
land professional jobs. Building on his solid
track record of helping Gen Z students do just
that, he adds extra relevance and tips reflecting
the odd situation students now face. His book is
a fresh, relatable and entertaining read with
loads of practical advice and examples.

Unbreakable Cryptography
Tools to Construct the Strongest Ciphers
Frank Rubin is the author of more than 3500
puzzles published in The Cryptogram,
Technology Review, and Journal of Recreational
Mathematics. He is the only person ever
honored with a special issue of JRM dedicated
to his puzzles. He publishes more than 50
interactive puzzles each week and his serious
cryptographic work is on mastersoftware.biz.
The book teaches you how to construct an
unbreakable cipher. It provides a toolbox of
techniques you can combine into an unbreakable system, gives a method to measure
precisely how strong your cipher is, and shows
you how to strengthen a weak cipher.
For anyone with a business need for extra
security or a fascination with puzzles.

PROSOCIAL

Culture/Society

6 Leadership Principles that Dignify Work, Engage
People, and Inspire Excellence

*insights and stories you can’t get from other sources*

Dr. Daniel LeBreton is an organizational
psychologist who teaches and consults on
prosocial leadership⎯a set of values, beliefs,
skills, and habits that facilitate organizational
success and health primarily by attending to
the well-being and functioning of organizational members. With a special focus on the unique
challenges of a transformed workplace, he
delivers his evergreen “six principles.”

Closing the Wealth Gap
How to Build Wealth Through Socially Responsible
Investing in Real Estate
Jeremy D. Love began life in Lake Providence,
Louisiana, called “the poorest place in
American” by Time and the “Most Unequal
Place in America” by CNN. He is now a
successful entrepreneur, real estate investor,
and social activist. In the book, he reveals how
black families can build generational wealth
through socially responsible investing in
undervalued single-family homes.
That’s not to say that white people can’t
learn from it. The aim, however, is closing the
wealth gap with a focus on African-Americans.

The Playful Life
Featuring the Ten Rules of Play for Business Pros
Christopher “The Toy Guy” Byrne is a favorite
on LIVE with Kelly and Ryan and is a popular
international speaker and featured in a Netflix
documentary. He is the author of four books on
toys and the value of play, which he presents as
the basis of transforming your life into a playful
one to enjoy a higher level of satisfaction—in
business and relationships. Designed as a series
of books, podcasts, events, and more.
Chris launched a podcast in 2020 to
promote the concept driving The Playful Life.

Network Dreams
Thinking Together in a Flattened World
The book is as visionary as Daniel Kahneman’s
Thinking, Fast and Slow. And with Christopher
Burns’ inclusion of insights of some of the most
recognizable names in the development of the
Internet, the book is a history as well as a
prediction of digital connectivity.
We are about to be connected in a much
more intimate way than ever before, beneath
our level of awareness. In the next ten years our
homes, cars, appliances, watches, dolls, and
denim jackets will be part of the “deep
network,” including 125 billion named and
addressable processors communicating
beneath our level of awareness. We will be
living in a world without borders, without
privacy, where everyone can know what
anyone knows.
But the network is not just a connection; it
is a community, and this book explores the
promising ramifications of that reality.
Christopher Burns is the author of three
previously published works.

Reading Matters
Janet Levine is a celebrated journalist and
published author Janet Levine (Inside
Apartheid.). In this engaging read, she extends
an invitation to a literary journey guided by
discussions on why reading matters.
Each chapter in Reading Matters explores
aspects of the human condition: moral
responsibility, redemption, spirituality, state
governance and governance of the self, and a
sense of time and of place. Some readers may
know many of the texts in the book, others
some of the texts, and yet others none at all.
But all readers will be aware of the facets of
humanity contained in the works.

Duke Ellington

Sports/Coaching and Training

The Notes the World Was Not Ready to Hear
Author Karen Barbera forged a relationship
with Randall Keith Horton, whose life was
intertwined with Duke Ellington’s. This is a
compelling narrative and a work with scholarly
merit regarding Ellington’ music.
The book features Horton and the callings
that resulted in Ellington choosing him as his
assistant composer, conductor, and pianist. It
follows the improbable string of events after
the composer’s death that transformed Horton
into the expert on Ellington’s renowned works:
Black, Brown and Beige and Sacred Concerts.
Thanks to the involvement of Princeton
Entertainment, the book and the debut of
Horton’s orchestration of Black, Brown and
Beige will likely converge to shape a
newsworthy launch. The current target year is
2022, with the specific timing dependent on
getting the pandemic under control.

The Championship Model
How to Achieve Excellence at Every Level of
Sports
The centerpiece of this book is a new model for
skill acquisition and skill application. It
provides a framework for the most efficient
way for an athlete to learn.
Hugh McCutcheon is he only coach in USA
Olympic history to have podium finishes with a
men’s and women’s team, he is one of only 3
coaches to have ever won Olympic volleyball
medals coaching men and women, and in a field
that included the renowned Coach K
(basketball) and Eddie Reese (swimming), he
was named Olympic Coach of the year in 2008.
Backed by award-winning PR firm
SweeneyVesty for promotion.

Current Events/History
From Backdrop to Stardom
How Movies and TV Create and Reflect
Memorable People and Places
Kathryn H. Anthony, PhD (Defined by Design) is
ASCA Distinguished Professor at the
University of Illinois School of Architecture.
What began as a class project blossomed over
time into collaboration with students (now
graduates and professionals) on this book.
Unforgettable movie and TV scenes form
our first impressions of distant locales such as
the Greek islands, the African continent, or
Beijing’s Forbidden City. Yet the average
viewer is unaware of the powerful role that
filmmakers and TV series directors play in
shaping how we perceive places and spaces
and their unique impact on each of us.
This book transports us to those locations
and gives us architectural and artistic
perspective on why we respond so strongly to
this movie-making magic.

*journalists and historians telling intense stories*

The Xinjiang Procedure
China’s Culling Of The Uyghurs Through Live
Organ Harvesting
“A mammoth sociological, political
whistleblower” (National Review), Ethan
Gutmann was nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2017. His seminal research into
Chinese Internet surveillance, the Laogai
System, and the intersection of Western
business with Chinese security has received
sustained attention for two decades.
Gutmann’s The Slaughter exposed the live
organ harvesting of Falun Gong⎯and created a
global movement.
In November 2019, the author drove to the
Kazakh border with China, and interviewed
more Uyghur refugees from the Xinjiang “reeducation” camps than anyone else in the
world. The Xinjiang Procedure is the dramatic
and prize-worthy result.

Bottomless Gitmo

Morro Warrior

Life on the Frontiers of American Justice
John Ryan based his narrative on five years as
one of just two journalists in the world
providing regular coverage from Guantanamo
Bay, a tropical Naval town where the accused
masterminds of 9/11 have been held after their
torture by the CIA. Most people are unaware
that the military tribunal against the five men
accused of planning the attacks remains
hopelessly mired in pretrial proceedings,
without a firm trial date set, even as the 20th
anniversary of the attacks approaches next
year. Fewer still have followed the bizarre
twists and turns that have caused these delays.

The Lost Airmen
Stranded Behind Enemy Lines
Charles E. Stanley, Jr. delivers an insider
narrative on the untold story of American air
crews who were aided by Marshal Tito’s
Partisans during WWII. It is a dramatic story
based on of 20 years of research that includes
the letters, diaries, and unpublished memoirs of
many of the airmen who bailed out over
Yugoslavia and found refuge with the Partisan
underground.

The Bone Roasters
The Unlikely Pioneers of Cremation in America
Marlin Bressi (Hairy Men in Caves) is the author
of four works of non-fiction and the creator of
Pennsylvania Oddities, a blog devoted to
macabre history. Since its inception in 2012, it
has garnered over 3.5 million views.
The pioneers of cremation had to overcome
an assortment of obstacles, not the least of
which was changing public perception of
cremation from a pagan “heathen” ritual, to the
respectable practice it is today. The Bone
Roasters is the true story of these pioneers and
the furnaces they built.

Thomas McKenna narrates the history of
America's only Muslim colonial subjects, the
Moros of the southern Philippines, through the
cross-cultural and cross-generational
relationship of two extraordinary characters—
Mohammad Adil and Edward Kuder.
This never-before told story of WWII
relates their joint involvement in the guerrilla
resistance to Japanese occupation, a story that
includes the origins of U.S. Army Special Forces.
It recounts their efforts to make a place for the
Moros in the new Philippine Republic. With
sharp implication for today, it also shows how
we turned away from the Moros, reconfiguring
them from keen allies into Muslim terrorists.

Bacon’s Chicken
Weird, Grim, and Amazing Stories from the World
of Food and Drink
From the author of the successful Beethoven’s
Skull and Shakespeare’s Ear, we have garish,
gruesome, and ghastly stories about gourmet
events!
Dr. Tim Rayborn ensures historical
accuracy while he amuses mightily. The book’s
title comes from this tale, factual in its origins,
but with an entertaining extension:
Sir Francis Bacon bought a chicken to
freeze it, caught pneumonia from exposure,
and died.
Later, it was rumored that the ghost of the
chicken returned to the scene of its death.

Tim’s work is invariably informative and
funny. His books pique ideas for dissertations
and fuel the best cocktail party conversations.
And here’s a bit of pop culture trivia linked
to Tim’s engaging history of food:
The horrifying Black Dinner of medieval Scotland
inspired Game of Thrones’ Red Wedding.

Heart of a Stuntman

Evildoers

From Hollywood to Humanity

Who and Where Are They?

This chronicle of humanitarian efforts by a busy
Hollywood stuntman took on fresh meaning
and new stories with the back-to-back disasters
of the past few months. Author Kevin Ball is
reworking his tales of adventure, commitment,
and chaos with those events in mind. The
narrative arc is strengthened with each round
of challenges and the varying degrees to which
we address them—and try to avert them.
With a Foreword by Cindy McCain, wife of
deceased Senator John McCain, the book
documents the high-risk humanitarian efforts
of the author and his associates while
juxtaposing tales of his Hollywood life as a
stuntman.

Fitting into the genre of popular psychology,
this book not only examines forensic experts’
observations and analyses of evildoers, but also
forensic science findings.
Joan Arehart-Treichel is a former senior
staff writer for Psychiatric News who became an
entrenched in studying and writing about
forensic psychiatry—study of the criminal
mind. The book explores what forensic experts
and science tell us about the subject: who
evildoers are, how they got that way, and how
you can protect yourself from them. Why do
some people become evildoers or turn their
children into them? What you can you do to
prevent yourself from becoming an evildoer?

Medicine/Health

Biography/Memoir

*credentialed people with a track record of helping*

Beyond Carrots
How to Reverse Eye Disease Using Diet, Nutrition,
and Lifestyle
Britney Caruso, O.D., F.A.A.R.M, A.B.A.A.H.P is
one of the only three optometrists in the nation
to have all those letters after her name. Her
mission began with the fact that she was going
blind—and reversed the process. Her network
of supporters is outstanding and will ensure the
book’s success: Luxottia Eye Care,
CooperVision, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute,
Florida Optometric Association, and the Palm
Beach County Optometric Association.
One of the biggest take-aways from this book
is that anyone and everyone could face eye
disease at some point in time during their lives.
Good vision and a clean bill of health from the
medical doctor does not exempt you from eye
problems. For that reason, this book is
targeting individuals of all ages who have the
desire to maintain their vision.

Of Pride, Porn, and Pizza
A Nice Jewish Mom Scores with Gay Men
When she’s not penning her memoir, Sarah
Butchin is Taylor Saracen. When you look her
up, you see she’s quite popular in the gay porn
world. One of her novels turned into “Movie of
the Year” in the gay porn arena.
Sarah happens to be an exceptional writer.
Her memoir is enormously entertaining—full of
surprises and scandals. (Note: It has gone
through legal review.)

The Young Terrorist
Journey from Arab Militant to Proud American
Nabil Khouri is a pseudonym. He can’t afford to
reveal his true identity because of how many
people it would endanger. This memoir
recounts the author’s transformation from a
proud member of a Palestinian militia group to
an even prouder American citizen.

Six Days in a Room

Eyeballs, Softballs, and Meatballs

A Story of Love, Loss, Estrangement and Birds

Coaching Coed Softball by the Braille Method

Andrea Kay uses the last six days of her
mother’s life—beginning on April 2, 2015—as
a window into the why and how her family
disintegrated. As her mother’s life waned, at
every turn, the author’s siblings creatively
fomented misery all around the hospital bed.
In the end, it is also a story of love and
acceptance and hope that challenges the
deeply held societal notion that family
relationships can’t or shouldn’t be dissolved.
The memoir peers into a dying mother’s
room and a lifetime of complicated yearning,
broken bonds, intense emotion and simple
joys that speak to anyone who’s experienced
the force of family, inviting them into a deep
look at their own.

Philip F. DiMeo is the author of Binoculars:
Masquerading as a Sighted Person (New
Horizon Press, 2015) and a softball coach with
a stunning record: 297 wins, 42 losses, and 17
championships. His team got the unofficial title
of the greatest coed softball team in Milwaukee
history.
Phil is an energetic storyteller and his
follow-on memoir has a narrative arc that
follows the life of the team while he and his
seeing eye dog, Ladonna, shouted and barked a
bunch of unruly young adults to a streak of
victories.

Finding Home Position
The Safe Place between Two Worlds

From the Garage to Mars
Space-Age Business for Exploring Mars
Scott Tibbitts saved Matt Damon’s life…in a
way. The motor on the Mars Pathfinder rover
Damon’s character uncovered in The Martian
that signaled Earth he was alive was Scott’s.
NASA sent it to Mars, and it arrived January
2004. An entrepreneur had attracted NASA’s
attention with $7.20 worth of parts.
The former head of The Center for Space
Entrepreneurship, Scott uses his own story to
spotlight paths to small-business success.
Dr. Robert Zubrin, founder and head The
Mars Society and author of The Case for Space—
is contributing the Foreword and countless
other space entrepreneurs are also adding
sidebars to Scott’s dramatic, and enlightening,
entrepreneurial story, which embeds a plan for
small business success in the space industries.
An overview of the central story was
featured in the new book from HarperCollins
Cosmic Careers.

Suhaila Salimpour, world-renowned dancer
was caught between two worlds: conservative
Iran and a counterculture in America that
welcomed her groundbreaking belly-dancing
techniques.
From the isolated family life where she
suffered restriction and sexual abuse, to being
forced into an arranged marriage in Egypt at
fifteen; from moving to Los Angeles and getting
roles in television shows, to befriending Jack
Nicholson and Jeff Goldblum, and dating Danny
Huston; from being romanced by a highranking Saudi prince, to living in war-torn
Lebanon before returning to the United States
and creating a ground-breaking dance school,
this is her fascinating story.
The book is a shocking, moving, and
ultimately uplifting story featuring cultural
confusion. Tim Rayborn (Beethoven’s Skull,
Shakespeare’s Ear and the forthcoming novel
Qwyrk) and Abby Keyes, a co-author with Tim
of Weird Dance, bring their talent and
credentials to the book.

Business/Career Development/Entrepreneurship

Body Talk Animated
The Big

Kid’s Course
In Body Language

How to Read and Use Body Language Like an Expert by Watching Animation

James O. Pyle and Maryann Karinch
Co-authors of Find Out Anything from Anyone, Anytime and Control the Conversation
How-to secrets of the intelligence community and Hollywood come together in this entertaining body language handbook. The
authors’ previous books on body language and influencing human behavior have been strong sellers.

Illustrations in grayscale.
Permissions for movie/television images handled by authors.
As enjoyable and entertaining as it is, animation is also one of the most powerful tools anyone can
use to teach body language skills.
Lifelong fans of animation—with professional experience in the theater—the authors have
serious credentials as human behavior experts. Jim Pyle and Maryann Karinch are the authors of
two successful books that blend Jim’s military interrogation and acting experience with Maryann’s
body language and theater training. Maryann is also the co-author of books centered on body
language skills, including How to Spot a Liar, The Art of Body Talk, and Body Language Handbook.
What is body language? The interaction of human anatomy and psychology. Good animators
know what is underneath the skin and inside the head—in other words, what makes body language
communicate meaning. They capture the essence of what Antoine de Saint-Exupery said in Wind,
Sand and Stars: “It’s not the eyes, but the glance—not the lips but the smile.”

The 4-Year College Guide
to Launching your Career
A Year-by-Year Guide with Practical Advice
to Get Hired
in the Post-Pandemic World

Brian Ladyman
2021 and beyond is going to be an extremely difficult time for graduating college students to
land professional jobs. This book makes it easier.
This Guide is a fresh, relatable, and entertaining read with loads of practical, year-by-year
college advice and examples⎯to help Gen Z students land career-track jobs in this new world. Pie
is the book’s metaphor for the seven “ingredients” to develop throughout college to become a wellrounded, hirable, and awesome graduate: mind, body, spirit, fun, heart, social, career. Written in
the voice of a successful older sibling, trusted corporate mentor, enthusiastic college professor, and
experienced career advisor, the book gives guidance that includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Making the most of college
Zeroing in on your major
Elevating social skills
Designing a stand-out resume
Creating a professional digital presence
Building and using your network
Dressing to stand-out for job interviews
Writing snappy emails
Making the most of on-campus job fairs
Landing a killer internship
•
Job hunting with intention
•
Storytelling for employers
•
Crushing interviews (including via video)
•
Negotiating a stronger offer

Brian Ladyman is Managing Director at Slalom Consulting (#31 on
Fortune’s 100 best companies to work for in 2019) and as Adjunct
Professor at Albers School of Business and Economics at Seattle
University. He holds an MBA from Dartmouth and a BS from
Pepperdine University. He is a seasoned marketer.

An Editor’s Dozen
Ways to Salvage Corporate and Academic Writing

Peter Fredenburg
Direct, practical, and entertaining.
Not a classroom text, but perfect for corporate seminars.
Works well with Grammarly, but the software is blind to “clots”—mistakes that obstruct flow.
A baker’s dozen of thirteen loaves ensures that customers get their money’s worth.
Drawing on the editorial principle that less is more, this book offers an editor’s dozen of eleven
editing tricks that improve the flow of corporate and academic writing. The tricks are few and
easy to perform, which means they can be taught. That’s what An Editor’s Dozen does.
Based on three decades as a professional editor and writer, living and working in both
Asian countries and the United States, the author collected sentences exemplifying common
problems that degrade writing—writing that can be dismissed as “institutional” because of stilted
and stultifying affectations in syntax.
He collected sentences with the most common affectations, which he calls “clots” because
they obstruct flow. He sorted the clots into eleven categories and assigned them names: zombies,
jeepers, creepers, crawlers, stallers, idlers, blinders, bushus, sidlers, dummies, and disfuncts.
Whether readers are in business or in school, their writing will improve, and they will
develop a new enjoyment of writing.
An online checker like Grammarly complements the editor’s dozen by catching outright
errors and suggesting alternatives to some wordy constructions classified in my system as
creepers, crawlers or stallers. However, Grammarly is currently blind to most clots addressed by
the editor’s dozen.

UNBREAKABLE CRYPTOGRAPHY

Dr. Frank Rubin
Dr. Rubin’s credentials and accomplishments are mind-boggling. One thing is for certain, he
has the academic and street creds to give you the tools to construct the strongest cipher.
Unbreakable Cryptography provides a toolbox of techniques that anyone can combine into
an unbreakable system. It gives a method to precisely measure how strong your cipher is and
shows you how to strengthen a weak cipher. It illustrates the techniques with dozens of historical
and new ciphers.
It describes a practical way to achieve the One-Time Pad, the only cipher method that has
been mathematically proven to be unbreakable. Currently the One-Time Pad is considered
unworkable since it consumes so much key material. The book teaches how to surmount that
problem.
The book covers every type of cipher and every technique for Secret Key cryptography. It
describes how to combine methods to achieve ciphers that are effectively unbreakable, while
telling how to avoid common pitfalls that result in strong-looking but weak ciphers.
It reveals methods to defeat supercomputers, quantum computers, and hypothetical ultracomputers which may be developed years from now.
The book is aimed at both crypto hobbyists as well as professional engineers and computer
scientists who wish to develop high-security ciphers for commercial, diplomatic or military
purposes, so it will cover both paper-and-pencil methods and computer techniques.

PROSOCIAL

6 Leadership
Principles
that Dignify Work,
Engage People,
and Inspire Excellence

Daniel LeBreton, PhD
In PROSOCIAL, organizational psychologist Daniel LeBreton introduces prosocial
leadership⎯a set of values, beliefs, skills, and habits that facilitate organizational success and
health primarily by attending to the well-being and functioning of people. Prosocial leadership
emerges from the field of positive psychology but is grounded in enduring principles of human
flourishing.
PROSOCIAL integrates the best of neuroscience and psychology with personal and
professional stories to provide a sophisticated yet accessible resource filled with practical guidance
for leaders ⎯from experienced executives to aspiring leaders.
PROSOCIAL is both a call to create and a roadmap for creating work environments that
dignify work, engage people, and inspire excellence.
The Principles
Be at Your Best When People Need You the Most
When It Matters Most, Don’t Go It Alone
To Be Fair, Discriminate
Be the Catalyst of a Virtuous Cycle
Put Your Stake in the Ground
Say What You Mean and Do What You Say

Closing the Wealth Gap

How to Build Wealth Through
Socially Responsible Investing in Real Estate

Jerome D. Love
For African-Americans looking for a way to build personal wealth, Closing the Wealth Gap unlocks
the secrets to creating independent, sustainable wealth based on passive income generated by
single-family rental houses.
To participate fully in the American Dream, black families need to build generational wealth.
Entrepreneur, real estate investor, and social activist Jerome D. Love reveals how black families can
do it through socially responsible investing in undervalued single-family homes. He teaches his
readers how to build independent wealth by buying, rehabbing, and renting clean, safe, affordable
homes in low-income neighborhoods. With easy, step-by-step directions, Closing the Wealth Gap:
How to Build Wealth Through Socially Responsible Investing in Real Estate shows the reader how to
renew, restore, and revitalize our streets while building personal, sustainable wealth.
Closing the Wealth Gap fills a void in the marketplace.
Jeremy D. Love began life in Lake Providence, Louisiana, called “the poorest place in American” by
Time and the “Most Unequal Place in America” by CNN. He is now a successful entrepreneur, real
estate investor, and social activist. Jerome earned his B.A. in business and corporate
communications at the University of Texas at Austin. He started his first business at age 19, and
soon he was $100,000 in debt and facing five foreclosures. He learned from his mistakes and
corrected them! He went on to establish the Texas Black Expo, Inc. (TBE), a non-profit
organization with a mission of improving the quality of life within low- to moderate-income black
communities by building strong businesses. Under his leadership, TBE launched the Summer
Celebration Tradeshow, which is the largest African American empowerment business festival in
Texas. Until the tragedy of COVID-19, for the previous 17 years Summer Celebration was a highly
anticipated annual event, seeing up to 25,000 attendees annually. Jerome and his team look
forward to re-starting the event when conditions allow.

THE PLAYFUL LIFE
Featuring the 10 Rules of Play for Grown-up Business Pros

Christopher “The Toy Guy” Byrne

Chris Byrne at Toy Fair 2019

A Google search on *Christopher Byrne toys* yields about 2 million results, even in this time when
his regular TV appearances on LIVE with Kelly and Ryan are not as regular. He has long been a
popular international speaker as well—a status that will return when it’s safe to gather again.
The Playful Life starts with a book, but it is envisioned as a platform composed of multiple
media—books, podcasts, events and potentially more. Intended to kickstart a revolution in how
we approach our lives, it is designed to arouse people to use the principles of play to enhance their
lives, leading to greater success, contentment and power. Like the best games, it is structured
around a series of rules that can open the door to a richer more productive and satisfying life.
These 10 rules can be interpreted for situations beyond business—interpersonal relationships,
parenting, and more. Most importantly, they are intended as a guide. Chances are, as with many
games, people will develop their own “house rules” as they become more playful.
The Playful Life offers how-to guidance, real world examples, stories of play in action,
interviews with “Playful People” and gives readers permission to make up their most satisfying
lives.
The 10 rules that form the basis of this book have been developed over 30 years of
corporate consulting, developing creative workshops and researching and play with kids. While
inherently simple, they delve into the complexities of negotiating one’s way through the world by
providing grounding principles that are easy to understand, relatable and unique to each
individual in their application.
Chris brings a broad understanding of the dynamics of adults and children to this project.
Through his career he observed and researched play among children and has shown how these
principles can be successfully applied in creative processes for adults.

Culture/Society

Network Dreams
Thinking Together
in a Flattened World

Christopher Burns
Bob Kahn, one of the inventors of the internet, told the author once that in the very early years of the
project he kept the official list of all users and their internet addresses on an index card in his shirt
pocket.
Today there are 4.5 billion users around the world, and you can connect to any of those addresses on
Google in about 3 seconds. This changes how we think of knowledge, how we organize for work, and
how we live together beyond the limits of politics and altruism. We are about to be connected in a much
more intimate way than ever before, beneath our level of awareness. In the next ten years our homes,
cars, appliances, watches, dolls, and denim jackets will be part of the “deep network,” including 125
billion named and addressable processors communicating beneath our level of awareness. We will be
living in a world without borders, without privacy, where everyone can know what anyone knows.
But the network is not just a connection; it is a community, and this book explores the promising
ramifications of that reality.
Christopher Burns is the author of three previously published works and his network includes some
of the most recognizable names in the development of the Internet.

“The day will come when, after harnessing space, the winds, the tides, and gravitation,
we shall harness. . . the energies of [information].
And on that day, for the second time in the history of the world,
human beings will have discovered fire.”
—Teilhard de Chardin, 1934

The Notes the World
Was Not Ready to Hear
Karen S. Barbera
Duke Ellington - The Notes The World Was Not Ready To Hear explores the historical significance of four,
little-known compositions that helped create a paradigm shift in American music, race relations and culture.
It is an engrossing story of “mysterious callings” that led Ellington to choose Randall Keith Horton as his
assistant composer, conductor and pianist in 1973, and the author’s serendipitous connection to Horton.
Several top U.S. Symphonies have expressed interest in premiering the “Ellington-Horton
Black, Brown and Beige” once the book is published, including the New York Philharmonic,
Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony and the Los Angeles Philharmonic.
Recent discussions with Princeton Entertainment and their connection with the U.S.
Congressional Semi-Quincentennial Commission represent another positive step forward
for the music and the book.
In 1943, at the height of Duke Ellington’s career, after years of success shattering racial, cultural and
musical barriers and championing America’s ideals of freedom and equality around the world, the iconic
jazz composer experienced a devastating rejection. He composed a sweeping composition, not for
nightclubs, but for Carnegie Hall. He took an additional risk with the subject matter, writing Black, Brown
and Beige to celebrate the history, contributions and acculturation of African Americans. It was the first time
a historical record of the African American experience had ever been written and performed by an African
American composer and musicians in the uniquely American musical vernacular of jazz. Judged as jazz,
critics deemed Ellington’s daring composition “unrecognizable”. Judged as classical European music, they
found it “formless and meaningless;” Ellington was advised to “get back to nigger music.” He received death
threats.
Ellington never performed Black, Brown and Beige again in its entirety. Portions later became the
genesis for his three, equally shocking Sacred Concerts which dared to bring swinging, devotional jazz...into
the church. Ellington considered these four compositions “the most important music he ever wrote.” Today,
the music remains a little-known and certainly under-appreciated facet of Duke Ellington’s, and America’s,
musical legacy.
Black, Brown and Beige takes center stage in the book from its startling debut to the delayed (33
years) publication of the only full-length, concerto grosso orchestration by a faithful, yet obscure,
Ellingtonian named Randall Keith Horton.
The book introduces Horton and the mysterious callings that resulted in Ellington choosing him as
his assistant composer, conductor and pianist in 1973. It follows the improbable string of events after the
composer’s death that transformed Horton into one of the world’s leading experts on Ellington’s most
important works.
He mounted and conducted two performances of his “Ellington-Horton Black, Brown and Beige”
orchestration to standing ovations, but the music remains unpublished—but not for long.

Reading Matters
Janet Levine
Celebrated journalist and published author Janet Levine (Inside Apartheid, et al.) extends an
invitation to a literary journey guided by discussions on why reading matters.
Great literature, informs, absorbs attention, and sparks epiphanies. These works provide
the true north of our literary compass, and take us further and further on our intellectual,
emotional and spiritual journey. Among other experiences in reading literature, we find delight
and joy, profound depths of previously unrelated thought, and vast fields of human relationships.
Reading great literature can bring moments of insight, revelation, and changes of perspective that
allow us to rethink our assumptions, belief system and worldview.
To read is to be more fully able to understand the human condition.
Each chapter in Reading Matters explores aspects of the human condition: moral
responsibility, redemption, spirituality, state governance and governance of the self, and a sense of
time and of place. Some readers may know many of the texts in the book, others some of the texts,
and yet others none at all. But all readers will be aware of the facets of humanity contained in the
works. Many will find in this book a new avenue for accessing literature.
Readers of literary works—timely and timeless—can help us regain our societal and moral
underpinnings. These works are cultural touchstones to rebuild our aspirational quest for ideals
such as justice and goodwill. They anchor us to honor, trust, and respect, as well as strengthen our
ties to civil discourse, adherence to the rule of law, acknowledgment of the truth in facts, and a
sense of belonging to one human community.
Janet Levine is an established author, speaker, and activist who caught the attention of national
media with the release of her memoir, Inside Apartheid. Terry Gross featured Janet on Fresh Air.

From Backdrop to Stardom
How Movies and TV Create and Reflect
Memorable People and Places

Sketch of Psycho house by Anshuman Prasad for the proposed book

Kathryn H. Anthony, Ph.D.
Author, Defined by Design
ACSA Distinguished Professor
School of Architecture, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Architectural backdrops where film and TV series characters live, work, and travel offer
hidden meanings, providing insights about psychological, social and cultural values that can have
long-lasting social impacts. Haunting designs of horror homes, heists, and hideouts terrorize us. Just
as directors create and reflect stereotypes about gender, age, race, and ethnicity, they also create
iconic images and reflect stereotypes of buildings we routinely frequent like hotels, motels, cafes,
and restaurants; institutional spaces like classrooms, courtrooms, and hospitals; as well as
mysterious spaces we rarely set foot in like mental health care facilities, prisons, and convents.
Fascinating scenes set in train stations and airports, stairways, mazes, and even restrooms, serve as
symbolic spaces that reflect characters’ inner selves.
Filmmakers and TV series directors create iconic images, memorable spaces and places that
spark viewers’ curiosities. Film and TV destination tourism has intensified as audiences seek to
recreate special experiences that first captivated them on screen, whether visiting inspiring natural
scenery, famous urban landmarks such as hotels, bars, and restaurants, or celebrity homes.
Hollywood works its magic in many ways including through architecture. From Backdrop to
Stardom: How Movies and TV Create and Reflect Memorable People and Places offers fresh insights
into the symbiotic relationships among architecture, cinema, environment and behavior. Here
background becomes foreground, and buildings, spaces and places shoot their way to stardom.

Sports/Coaching and Training

The

Championship
Model

Team USA just after defeating Brazil to win the Gold Medal at the Beijing Olympics

How to Achieve Excellence at Every Level of Sports
The Championship Model provides a framework for the most efficient way for an athlete to learn. It
describes exactly what athletes need to do to realize their full potential—to be the best they can be. The
centerpiece is a skill acquisition and skill application model developed by Hugh McCutcheon and rooted
in physiology and psychology research.
Designed primarily for coaches, but with strong appeal to the ambitious
athlete, the learning process detailed in the book is shaped by science and
driven by learner intent. The book equips coaches/teachers with tools and
methods to help athletes learn how to learn.
Hugh McCutcheon is he only coach in USA Olympic history to have podium
finishes with a men’s and women’s team, he is one of only 3 coaches to have
ever won Olympic volleyball medals coaching men and women, and in a field
that included the renowned Coach K (basketball) and Eddie Reese (swimming),
he was named Olympic Coach of the year in 2008.
He teamed up with the famous “deliberate practice” researcher, Dr. Anders Ericsson, among other
researchers to give his process of performance improvement the dimensions of both experience and
science.
Backed by award-winning PR firm SweeneyVesty for promotion.

Current Events/History
The Xinjiang Procedure begins with a little
girl who played in the wild apricot trees with
her brothers and always wore her headscarf.
She was 12 when the Chinese guards came. By
17, she was a camp favorite, an object of serial
rape⎯usually in public. Everything was
public: the firing squad that killed her
brothers, the local children beaten to death,
even the mutilated female corpse in the officer
club. Her family was dead. She was the lucky
one; when she was 12, her organs were
rejected for transplant purposes.
Published in 2014, The Slaughter
exposed the live organ harvesting of Falun
Gong and created a global movement: Seven
foreign editions, Congressional hearings and
resolutions, and international human rights
tribunals followed⎯the shockwaves upending
a Taiwan election cycle. Beijing consolidated,
creating a vast human stable in the Northwest
deserts.

In November 2019, Ethan Gutmann borrowed a car in Germany. Using a compass
and a map, he drove to the Kazakh border with China, and interviewed more refugees
from the Xinjiang “re-education” camps than anyone else in the world. His insights bring
the story of Beijing’s organ harvesting juggernaut to conclusion: one million Uyghurs
incarcerated in camps, sheared and drugged. And every year, 25,000 are being selected,
harvested, and incinerated.
It is the author’s premise that the world’s failure to stop the Falun Gong slaughter
led directly to the Uyghur mass murders. The Chinese understood the West: You are
weak. You fear being left behind in a China-run world⎯and you will rationalize nearly
anything. The Xinjiang Procedure will indict the rationalizers (the World Health
Organization and the Vatican), medical companies (Roche and Medtronic), and
corporations exploiting Uyghur slave labor (Apple and Nike), to chart a way forward as
we face the greatest human rights catastrophe of our time.

Bottomless Gitmo

Life on the Frontiers of American Justice

John Ryan
Guantanamo Bay⎯a sleepy tropical Naval town where the accused masterminds of 9/11
have been held indefinitely after their torture by the CIA. We created a new system of military
justice to prosecute these detainees, but the legal proceedings continue to grind on nearly two
decades after the September 11 attacks. Things were bound to go wrong, which is why the
government decided to drop this mess in a place where it was hard to view, where out of sight
would eventually become out of mind. It has for most people, but not John Ryan.
Bottomless Gitmo is based on John’s five years as one of just two journalists in the world
providing regular coverage from this notorious and permanent fixture on America’s post-9/11
national security landscape. He has spent about 25 percent of his life there since 2015⎯sleeping
in a moldy military tent, writing articles from a condemned building on a toxic abandoned air strip
⎯all while in the custody and control of the U.S. military. Drawing from the varied approaches of
Kim Barker’s The Taliban Shuffle, Michael Herr’s Dispatches and Jeffrey Toobin’s The Run of His
Life: The People v. O.J. Simpson, the book blends blend award-winning narrative reporting with a
reflective first-person style to bring readers into Guantanamo Bay from the perspective of the
ever-diminishing media crew coming down to cover historic cases. These events are quietly
unfolding in the oddest small town America has ever devised, where serene beaches, bingo nights,
and raucous bars are dotted with sniper towers protecting top-secret prison camps and a pre-fab
courtroom holding the biggest mass-murder case in U.S. history.
Bottomless Gitmo presents a great untold story, one that the American public and the media
have largely ignored over the past several years.

The Lost Airmen

B-24 The Fertile Turtle

US Bomber Crews Stranded Behind Enemy Lines
in Yugoslavia during World War II

Charles E. Stanley, Jr.

The Lost Airmen is the first non-fiction book devoted to the untold story of American
aircrews who were aided by Marshal Tito’s Partisans during World War II.
Late in 1944, thirteen U.S. bomber crews bailed out over Yugoslavia after tough missions
against the Third Reich. Most of the downed airmen found refuge with the Partisan underground.
The Americans were not out of danger. The area was surrounded by German troops. A team of
British secret agents tried to arrange transport by air, but bad weather blocked three rescue
attempts. Soon the mounting number of evadees outstripped the war-ravaged populace’s ability to
support them. Allies or not, the airmen had to go. Escorted by a small band of Partisans, they
traversed the blizzard-swept Dinaric Alps during the worst winter of the Twentieth Century. Not
everyone would survive.
The book chronicles how the airmen came to bail out over Yugoslavia, their experiences in
the air and on the ground, and how the survivors escaped. It is the product of twenty years of
original research. Sources include underexplored archival records, over forty interviews, and the
letters, diaries and unpublished memoirs of many of the participants.

The Bone Roasters

The Unlikely Pioneers of Cremation in America

Marlin Bressi
Cremation is the fastest-growing segment of the $17 billion-a-year death care industry, but to get
to this point, the pioneers of cremation had to overcome an assortment of obstacles, not the least of
which was changing public perception of cremation from a pagan “heathen” ritual, to the
respectable practice it is today. The Bone Roasters is the true story of these pioneers and the
furnaces they built.
Cremation in the United States never would have flourished had it not been for the mummy
of an eccentric Spiritualist from Bavaria and an elderly country doctor in western Pennsylvania
with an obsession for clean drinking water.
Regarded as the “Father of American Cremation,” Dr. Francis Julius LeMoyne built the first
crematorium in the Western Hemisphere in 1876. Driven by a maniacal obsession over public
sanitation, Dr. LeMoyne first conceived his crematorium decades earlier, after falling ill from
drinking water contaminated by the decomposition of corpses in local graveyards.
In May of 1876, in a sleepy village thirty miles south of Pittsburgh, Dr. LeMoyne gave a free
lecture in the town hall touting the benefits of human incineration. The audience was horrified.
Lambasted for his radical opinions and nearly run out of town on a rail for making such a ghastly
recommendation, Dr. LeMoyne bit his tongue and quietly went to work designing the LeMoyne
Crematory, which, just six months later, would become the model upon which all other American
crematoria would be based.

Moro Warrior
How a Muslim Chieftain and an American Schoolmaster
Fought against the Japanese
and for Democracy in the Philippines
A WW II Story of Victory, Defeat, and Perseverance

Thomas McKenna, PhD
Moro Warrior narrates the forgotten history of America's only Muslim colonial subjects, the
Moros of the southern Philippines, through the cross-cultural and cross-generational relationship
of two extraordinary characters. On one side is Mohammad Adil, Moro aristocrat, military officer,
and sword-wielding warrior. On the other is Edward Kuder, the idealistic American colonial official
who became his foster-father. It relates their joint involvement in the guerrilla resistance to
Japanese occupation, a story that includes the origins of U.S. Army Special Forces. It recounts their
efforts to make a place for the Moros in the new Philippine Republic. And it tells of Adil’s
subsequent struggle to defend the Moros from a war launched on them by the dictator Ferdinand
Marcos. Most of all, with sharp implication for today, it shows how America gradually turned away
from the Moro people, reconfiguring them from freedom fighting allies into Muslim terrorists.
Moro Warrior is a never-before-told story of World War II and its aftermath set against a
vivid natural backdrop. When he first travelled to the homeland of the Moros in 1985, the author
entered a world utterly unlike the rest of the Philippines. It was a land adorned with vibrant colors
and suffused with magic, an aristocratic society of princesses and Sufi mystics still ruled by warrior
chieftains. It was also a land of blood feuds, treachery, and sudden violent death—one that in the
rawness of its power struggles resembled a real life Game of Thrones.
Moro Warrior is a book for readers looking for compelling true war stories set in exotic
locales. It is a book for readers looking to move beyond tired stereotypes and discover a unique and
immensely engaging Muslim protagonist. And it is a book for readers looking for a new and
surprising world to explore and a novel context for experiencing the familiar themes of honor,
courage, betrayal, and survival against overwhelming odds.
As a cultural anthropologist, Thomas McKenna has lived and worked among the Moros for
years and speaks a Moro language. He is a leading authority on the Moros who has spent decades
writing and researching about their culture and history. He has published and presented widely in
academic forums but has also given numerous media interviews and public presentations on the
Moros, including for CNN, NPR, and USA Today. Moro Warrior—the story of the fate of America’s
only Muslim colony as seen through the lives of two extraordinary characters—is a story that only
he can tell.

Bacon’s Chicken
Weird,
Grim, and
Amazing Stories
from the World of Food and Drink

Tim Rayborn
Sir Francis Bacon bought a chicken to freeze it, caught pneumonia from exposure, and died; later,
it was rumored that the ghost of the chicken returned to the scene of its death.
A Danish astronomer is said to have perished after refusing to relieve himself of all the drink he
had imbibed.
The horrifying Black Dinner of medieval Scotland inspired Game of Thrones’ Red Wedding.

These are only a few of the strange, dark, and unusual pieces of fact and folklore that simmer, boil,
and ferment in the hidden history of food and drink. All kinds of terrible items on the menu, from murder to
revenge, from poisonings to cannibalism, prove that our culinary delights, whether for royals or
commoners, can be a repast of the damned.
Like Tim’s previous books, Beethoven’s Skull, Shakespeare’s Ear, and Weird Dance, his new book,
Bacon’s Chicken dives into the odd, the amazing, and the darkly amusing, this time covering the long
history of our obsession with eating and drinking. This book departs from the performing arts themes of
his first trilogy and looks at something equally important in our shared cultural heritage. It is the start of a
new series that will include titles on clothing and fashion, and sexuality.
Using humor and clear, descriptive narrations, the text serves up these tales in bite-sized chunks, in
an educational and entertaining manner. We all love different kinds of food, and this book helps toward the
goal of bringing the twisted and remarkable history of nourishing indulgences into clearer focus. It will
inspire readers to seek out more information about humanity’s fascinating culinary adventure. Food and
drink are not just for survival, they are at the (edible) heart of culture and identity. They are the very stuff
of life⎯and sometimes death.

Heart of a Stuntman
From Hollywood to Humanity

Kevin Ball
Foreword by Cindy McCain
Wife of former Senator John McCain

This chronicle of humanitarian efforts by a busy Hollywood stuntman took on fresh meaning and
new stories with the back-to-back disasters of the past few months. Author Kevin Ball is reworking his tales
of adventure, commitment, and chaos with those events in mind. The narrative arc is strengthened with
each round of challenges and the varying degrees to which we address them—and try to avert them.
A stuntman who has spent a career dealing with the callous machine of the movie industry, takes a
leap of faith to open up and help some of the world’s top NGOs in his humanitarian efforts. Through this, he
travels to locations he never thought he would see, meets Presidents, trudges through jungles, wanders
through ancient temples, tours landmine fields, and helps raise awareness to those dedicating their lives to
humanity.
His skill as a stuntman was put to use in the real world, in real hair-raising situations.
The book has a strong narrative arc about the increasing commitment of Kevin Ball to humanitarian
efforts in the United States and overseas. It is thrilling stories of globe trekking explorations, all with the
purpose of helping people in dire need. Starting with a single idea and a plane ticket to Cambodia to
document the removal of abandoned landmines, he embarked upon an adventure he could not have
predicted.
Cindy McCain, wife of former Senator John McCain, saw his passion to do good in the world and took
him on board as part of her personal film crew to document her global humanitarian travels. And travel they
did. Whether it was filming children’s surgeries in Vietnam, Africa and India with “Operation Smile,” touring
international locations with “The World Food Program,” or documenting the removal of unexploded
ordinance in the war torn mountains of Kosovo, Kevin learned to look upon the world through the lens of
life.
Through all his humanitarian efforts, Kevin has made a living as a Hollywood stuntman. As a result,
his ties to celebrities similarly engaged in humanitarian efforts are strong. Endorsements are expected.

Medicine/Health

Beyond Carrots
How to Reverse Eye Disease Using Diet, Nutrition, and Lifestyle

Britney Caruso, O.D., F.A.A.R.M, A.B.A.A.H.P.
The letters after Britney’s name have more meaning than you could ever imagine. There are only
three optometrists in the nation with the level of education she has achieved. In addition, her
mission began with the fact that she was going blind—and reversed it.
Beyond Carrots is written by an optometrist who was once threatened with the possibility of
losing her own sight. After reversing her condition naturally using diet and lifestyle, she made it her
mission to help as many people as possible utilize the same methods of reversing eye disease.
Beyond Carrots captures the audience attention with a brief account of the author’s
experience with impending blindness. This is followed by a short recap on eye anatomy to get
everyone on the same page followed by a description of eye diseases and the diet/lifestyle changes
that can help control these diseases. The book then discusses recommendations regarding nutrition
and habits to ensure the healthiest eyes. It concludes with a how-to-guide that is guaranteed to
improve aspects of the readers health when followed exactly.
Dr. Britney Caruso received a Fellowship in Anti-Aging and Regenerative Medicine and a
Fellowship in Metabolic and Nutritional Medicine through the American Academy of Anti-Aging
Medicine (A4M). There are only three optometrists in the nation with this level of education. She
has aligned herself with the most powerful people in her profession at Luxottia Eye Care,
CooperVision, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, Florida Optometric Association, and the Palm Beach
County Optometric Association.

Evildoers
Who
and
Where
Are
They?

"Evildoers is a must-read book for anyone
serious about understanding violent
offenders and the origins of evil. This book
is packed full of interesting details and
studies and provides great insight into the
architecture of evil. Joan has a knack for
writing in a very engaging and
conversational tone, and the result is a
scholarly book that reads almost like a
novel. Do yourself a favor and read this
important book. You will be glad you did."
Kevin M. Beaver, PhD,
professor of criminology
Florida State University in Tallahassee

Joan Arehart-Treichel
Fitting into the genre of popular psychology, this book not only examines forensic experts’
observations and analyses of evildoers, but also forensic science findings. The science helps unearth
the nature and identify of who evildoers are, how they got that way, and most crucially, how we can
protect ourselves from them.
The author makes the argument that there are evil impulses in all of us and offer suggestions,
based on experts’ observations and analyses as well as science, about how we can keep from
becoming evildoers ourselves or turning our children into them.
My front-row seat on evil came in 2000 when I became a senior
staff writer for Psychiatric News, which is published by the American
Psychiatric Association for psychiatrists around the United States. My
responsibilities included writing about advances in various fields of
psychiatry. One of these was “forensic psychiatry,” that is, psychiatry of
the criminal mind.
As I covered this domain over the years, I attended lectures, read
research papers, and interviewed psychiatrists and some other
professionals who were expert on the subject. I also came face to face
with a few individuals who had committed chilling deeds. I chatted with
a young woman in the forensic wing of a mental hospital who had killed
her parents. I visited San Quentin State Prison in California and looked a
death-row prisoner in the eye as he was escorted past me by two guards.
I wrote articles about my findings for Psychiatric News, but also stowed
material for an eventual book on the subject. Now is the time to share
my findings with the public.

Biography/Memoir

Of Pride,
Porn,
and Pizza

A Nice Jewish Mom Scores with Gay Men

Sarah Butchin
Suburban stay-at-home mom of twin toddlers
aka

Taylor Saracen

Sarah Butchin is a witty writer. Strong characters, engaging plot. Any segment of the
industry would be lucky to have her. She just happens to write male gay porn.
She lives a double life. By day, a suburban stay-at-home mother to twin toddlers. By night
(after she puts them to bed), a superhero in the gay porn industry. A red-carpet walking, movie of
the year winning, national book tour signing, highly sought-after hardcore porn writer.
This book is a jarring, engaging, funny, and eye-opening ride into and through the industry
of gay porn lit.
She has followers on social media in the thousands and people in the industry who support
her memoir with followers in the millions.

The Young Terrorist

Journey from Arab Militant
to Proud American

As a young boy growing up in Jordan in the 1960s, there were only two things the author believed in: the
power of his automatic rifle and the certainty that Western culture was evil.
The Young Terrorist is a completed memoir, approximately 90,000 words, that recounts his
transformation from a proud member of a Palestinian militia group to an even prouder American citizen.
The author uses the pseudonym Nabil Khouri. He cannot afford to reveal his true identity because
of how many people it would endanger.
He spent much of his youth in Jordan. He experienced the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, as well as civil wars
in Jordan (a conflict known as Black September) and Lebanon in the 1970s. At the age of eleven, he
joined the Arabic Liberation Front (ALF), not out of any great allegiance to the Palestinian cause but for a
child’s reason: It would convince the Jordanian Muslim boys to stop bullying him for being a Lebanese
Christian.
This memoir describes what followed: his experiences confronting death and violence as a preteen
terror group member, the first tastes of Western culture as a teen in Spain, an unexpected return to the
Middle East during Lebanon’s civil war, and his escape to America. Becoming immersed in the group’s
radical militia ideology warped his sense of identity and tore at the fabric of his family. However, he
ultimately appreciated the opportunities and freedoms of life and education in the United States,
unlocking his own American dream.

Six Days in a Room
A Story of Love, Loss, Estrangement and Birds

Andrea Kay

Six Days in a Room is a memoir about death⎯the death of the author’s mother and the
transformative experience of being present for that passage; the disintegration––at an astounding
speed––of a flawed and fragile family that she tried desperately to keep together. The end of Andi
Kay’s guileless connections to her siblings.
It is a story about overcoming the enormous struggle she endured to sever ties with her
family, because it was the only way to sustain her own health and happiness. In the end, it is also a
story of love and acceptance and hope that challenges the deeply held societal notion that family
relationships can’t or shouldn’t be dissolved.
Six Days in a Room peers into a dying mother’s room and a lifetime of complicated yearning,
broken bonds, intense emotion, and simple joys that speak to anyone who has experienced the
force of family, inviting them into a deep look at their own.

From the Garage to Mars
A Space Entrepreneur Lands His Dream on the Red Planet

The author’s company logo was visible in the first
images that came back from Mars. Someone on the
Starsys team had studied where to place it.

Scott Tibbitts
The author saved Matt Damon’s life. The space motor on the Mars Pathfinder rover Matt Damon
uncovered in The Martian that signaled earth that he was alive was Scott’s. NASA sent it to Mars.

Foreword by Dr. Robert Zubrin
Founder and President of Mars Society; author of The Case for Mars
From the Garage to Mars is the true story of a ski bum that became a space entrepreneur,
that guy you didn’t notice in your homeroom, the reader coming along on the adventure of
creating a space company from candle wax and $7.20 in plumbing store parts, the chapters
defining a story arc from a crazy idea pursued, through the manifestation of the vision, to
surviving corporate infant mortality, scrabbling for a toe hold, success followed by explosive
growth, achieving far more than anything imagined. And from that pinnacle. . . a hubris-driven
company near-death experience that ultimately resolves with humility, redemption and life
success, the company formed continuing forward to build NASA’s Dreamchaser, a multi-billiondollar replacement for the space shuttle.
Without highlighting or bulleting any how-to information, the book is a wealth of strategies
and plans for an entrepreneur. The author and his story are spotlighted in the upcoming book
from HarperCollins Leadership, Cosmic Careers.

Eyeballs,
Softballs,
and
Meatballs

Coaching Coed
Softball by the
Braille Method

Philip F. DiMeo
Author, Binoculars: Masquerading as a Sighted Person
Phil DiMeo was blind, coaching his softball team with the help of his golden lab, Ladonna.
His team earned the unofficial title of the greatest coed softball team in Milwaukee history.
It wasn’t like everyone on his team had so much self-control that she (or he) never slugged
an opponent. It wasn’t like they never mocked him for relying on Ladonna’s bark to signal the next
play.
This is an underdog story of the first order: A guy who failed at baseball as a kid because he
was going blind in his youth, and still tried to master the game—even though it could have killed
him. But he came to understand the game—and to “see” how the ball flew, veered, and struck.
At 32, Philip was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa, a congenital eye disease marked by
progressive night blindness, tunnel vision, and eventually total blindness. That diagnosis forced
him to turn down the editorial cartoonist position for the Milwaukee Sentinel and ultimately
shattered his dream of becoming a big-time cartoonist. Fortunately, for Kelly’s Bleachers, he
remembered that he had a gift for coaching softball. With Ladonna as his “interpreter,” he took
them to a record of 297 wins, 42 losses, and 17 championships.

Finding

Home Position
Home position is the first stance that dancers
learn. It’s the safe place to come back to
after a hard routine.

Suhaila Salimpour

with

Abigail Keyes and Tim Rayborn
Co-authors of Weird Dance

World renowned dancer, choreographer, and teacher Suhaila Salimpour tells a compelling story of one woman’s
experience of being caught between two very different worlds: the conservative Iranian immigrant family she was
born into in the 1960s, and the world of American belly dance that emerged from the counterculture of the same
time.
From the isolated family life where she suffered restriction and sexual abuse, to being forced into an
arranged marriage in Egypt at fifteen; from moving to Los Angeles and getting roles in a number of television
shows, to befriending Jack Nicholson and Jeff Goldblum, and dating Danny Huston; from being romanced by a
high-ranking Saudi prince, to living in war-torn Lebanon before returning to the United States and creating a groundbreaking dance school, this is her fascinating story.
A daughter of an immigrant family, she recounts her struggle against her background to survive and thrive
in America, while searching for somewhere she could finally call home.

Maryann Karinch, Founder
mak@RudyAgency.com

Maryann Karinch founded The Rudy Agency in 2004 and has
placed titles in the categories of business, performance
improvement/self-help, relationships, sports/fitness, reference,
military history, current events/history, medicine, mental health,
memoir/biography, science, and true crime. She is also the author
of 33 books, most of which focus on human health and behavior.
She is a member of The Authors Guild and The Explorers Club.
She holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Speech and Drama
from The Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. A
former competitive athlete in gymnastics, body building, and
adventure racing, she is also a Certified Personal Trainer through
the American Council on Exercise.
Maryann works collaboratively with other agents to ensure
the best representative for her authors.

